
Newsletter -  Autumn Term Week 3

Friday 23rd September 2022

Message from the Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers

We are well into the new school year now and the week has been another busy one. We are still
waiting for news of new Guinea Pigs and we now have a Hamster called Gwen to add to the little
family of pets to care for on secondary. If you have leftover cauliflower leaves, bamboo leaves or
anything else that Guinea Pigs and Hamsters love to eat, please do send them in. Our students have
been learning what they can and cannot eat as part of their pet care sessions and they have
discovered that avocados, meat and milk are poisonous to them.

You should all have received a Google Form asking you to let us know if you intend to come to the
curriculum information evening on Tuesday 27th September from 5pm to 6pm. The intention is to
share the basic principles of what we teach, why and and how we teach it, across the whole school.
You will have the opportunity to get more detail about your son or daughter's specific curriculum in
dedicated sessions with the curriculum leads.  We will start promptly at 5pm on the secondary site.

We are also planning some communication training sessions for parents and carers, which will cover
signing, use of pictures/symbols and will give the opportunity for you to learn about our approach to
communication, using the  '3Ms', Motivation (a reason and desire to communicate), Means (a
method of communication that is understood) and Mate (someone to communicate with). The more
consistent our approaches are at school and at home, the more successfully our learners will be able
to communicate, and the more they will have strategies that will stay with them for life.

We look forward to seeing as many of you as possible on Tuesday evening and will publish
presentations and questions and answers for those of you who cannot make it, after the event. We
are also looking forward to seeing as many of you as possible on October 6th for our 'Meet the Team'
evening where you can see your son or daughter's classroom, meet the teacher and the TAs and get
a sense of what goes on in the day.

Have a great weekend everyone. It is now officially Autumn and I believe they are expecting some
snow in Northern Scotland!

Best wishes

Lucy



Red Class

What a busy first few weeks it has been in Red Class. Our messy play sessions have been a
big hit so far, and this week we had lots of fun exploring the different marks we can make
using shaving foam. It was lovely to have so many of us play together, and lots of us even
enjoyed washing up afterwards (especially when this involved squirting water). We have
made some big steps getting settled into our new class and we are really looking forward to
getting to know each other more, over the next term.

Copper Class

We've had an exciting week in Copper Class with a visit from Music for
Autism. We enjoyed listening to music played by an oboe, a bassoon and
a clarinet. We took turns conducting and listened carefully to follow the
beat. We then used a selection of percussion instruments to explore the
rhythms further.



Headteachers Awards

Well done everyone


